An examination of the story of other customs will
show that each one was invented somewhere, at some time,
by some one, and it spread, but not necessarily uniformly in
direction and speed. But there are hardly any customs
which are co-extensive, co-terminal and cc-eval with
eastern or western civilization or with any other culture-
trait. Each has its own biography, as it were, and is not
organically linked with others to form a consistent and
constant pattern in age and area,

11.       "Westernization'

Dr. Dhirendra Nath Roy vehemently condemned the
"westernisation" of the East, stigmatised the "westernised"
Indians as "cultural renegades" and exhorted Indians to
remain true to their own culture and glory in it What
exactly is "westernization"? How is it undesirable or injuri-
ous 1 How should it be resisted? Roy grants that the
great millions of Indians who had not received the benefits
of "the present system of education" and who form the
bulk of the population of India have not been "westernised",,
Of the minority who have been affected by that education-
the great majority were merely "cultural sceptics", whose
faith in Indian civilization was shaken, though they still con*
formed to it. He himself says that what counted in
Indian civilization is conformation to tradition in behaviour
and not necssarily faith in it* Since "cultural sceptics" live
traditionally, though they think freely, they are not
"westernised". The microscopic minority that are "west-
ernised" are, according to him, the "Christian converts" and
the "over-educated" Hindus.1

As we have already seen, Christianity is not charact-
eristic of western civilization.   It is a religion, like so many

L   Roy. SPIRIT OF INDIAN CIVILIZATION, p. 230-40.
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